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E.	C.	West	School	Governance	Council	Minutes	

Tuesday,	January	26,	2021	

Members	in	virtual	attendance:		

Name	 Position	
	

Attendance	
Present	 Absent	

Jennifer	Burton	 Principal	
	 X	 	

Vanessa	Baker	 School	Appointed	Staff	Member		
(Outreach/Communication	Vice-Chair)	 X	 	

Anatavia	Benson	 Parent/Guardian	
(SGC	Chair,	Principal	Selection	Vice-Chair)	 X	 	

Chelsea	Brinson	 Teacher	
(Outreach/Communication)	 X	 	

Ayanna	Demery	 Teacher	
(Budget	&	Finance	Chair,	Principal	Selection)	 X	 	

Deneatrice	Harrison	 School	Appointed	Staff	Member		
(Budget	&	Finance	Vice-Chair,	Principal	Selection)	 X	 	

Kimberly	Henderson	 Parent/Guardian	
(Parliamentarian,	Budget	&	Finance)	 X	 	

Courtney	Kyles	 Community	Member	
	 	 X	

Ronnica	Nix	 Parent/Guardian	
(SGC	Vice-Chair,	Outreach/Communication	Chair)	 X	 	

Tunisia	Thorne	 Community	Member	
(Principal	Selection	Chair)	 X	 	

Jan	Jackson	 Zone	2	SGC	Facilitator	
	 X	 	

Hannah	Zey	 Atlanta	K12	Design	Challenge	Trainer	 X	 	

	

The	virtual	meeting	was	called	to	order	via	Microsoft	TEAMS.	Motion	to	call	the	meeting	to	order	made	
by	Ms.	Demery	and	seconded	by	Ms.	Baker	at	5:02pm.	

The	motion	to	approve	the	agenda	was	made	by	Ms.	Demery	and	seconded	by	Ms.	Baker	at	5:03pm.	
	
The	motion	to	approve	minutes	from	November	17,	2020	meeting	was	made	by	Ms.	Brinson	and	
seconded	by	Ms.	Baker	at	5:04pm.	
	
Action	Item:	Charter	Funds	Proposal	
We	want	to	create	a	state	of	the	art	technology	lab.	There	are	a	lot	of	areas	to	sit,	collaborate	and	
explore.	We	will	use	fresh	colors.	Ms.	Jackson	asked	what	is	the	rationale	for	the	lab?	Ms.	Demery	
advised	that	we	want	to	bring	the	technology	lab	up	to	date	and	have	a	space	to	create.	Ms.	Burton	
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added	that	right	now	it	is	a	traditional	classroom.	Right	now	with	the	current	design,	the	upgrade	will	
cost	$40,878.91.	We	still	want	to	purchase	charging	stations,	whiteboard	areas,	and	signage	above	the	
windows,	similar	to	the	STEM	Lab.	We	would	also	like	to	purchase	an	anchor	chair	for	the	media	room.	It	
is	a	$50,000	proposal	with	the	additions.	
	
Ms.	Jackson	asked	about	what	the	plan	is	for	maintaining	the	lab	after	the	purchases?	Ms.	Burton	
advised	that	the	furniture	will	be	maintained	like	the	STEM	Lab.	It	will	be	durable,	high-quality	furniture	
that	is	able	to	be	sanitized.	There	will	also	be	iPads	to	maintain	through	Marketplace.		Ms.	Jackson	
reminded	to	double	check	with	Apple	products/contracts.			
	
The	motion	to	approve	funding	the	Technology	Lab	was	made	by	Ms.	Benson	and	seconded	by	Ms.	
Henderson.	
	
Ms.	Benson	also	wanted	to	discuss	devices	for	the	K-1	students.	We	want	to	purchase	an	iPad	cart,	
cases,	and	a	warranty.	These	items	will	cost	a	total	of	$25,000	
	
The	motion	was	made	to	approve	funding	K-1	devices,	with	the	understanding	that	we	may	have	to	
come	back	to	the	table	for	re-approval	if	the	Apple	contract	falls	through,	was	made	by	Ms.	Brinson	and	
seconded	by	Ms.	Baker.	
	
Discussion	Item:	Ideate	Session	
Jan	Jackson	is	in	attendance	to	assist	with	the	next	steps	in	the	Ideate	process.	The	agreed	upon	Need	
Statement	is,	“How	can	we	keep	our	students	and	families	engaged	in	the	learning	process	at	Evoline	C.	
West?”	
Everyone	participated	in	a	Nearpod	dropping	ideas	on	sticky	notes	listing	possible	answers	to	the	Need	
Statement.	All	SGC	members	voted	and	the	top	3	choices	were:	

• A	Parent	to	Parent	Panel	
• A	Parent	Support	Group	
• Student	Support	Group	

The	next	step	was	to	narrow	the	choices	down	to	one.		The	finalist	was	a	parent	to	parent	panel	which	
will	function	as	a	support	group	where	woes	and	glows	may	be	shared.	The	next	step	in	the	process	will	
be	for	Hannah	Zey	to	take	our	idea	to	the	workshop	on	February	2,	2021	at	4pm.	The	walk-away	will	be	
a	before,	during,	after	where	we	will	answer	the	following	questions:	

• How	do	we	know	it	worked?	
• How	will	we	test	it	before	going	school-wide?	

We	will	either	move	forward	or	develop	a	new	prototype.	The	decision	was	also	made	to	keep	the	idea	
of	having	a	student	support	group,	but	making	it	a	counselor	focus.	Virtual	students	will	have	one	forum,	
and	face-to-face	students	will	have	a	separate	forum.	
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Informational	Item:	Principals	Update:	
Mrs.	Burton	began	by	notifying	that	the	Online	School	deadline	is	February	2,	20201	at	midnight.	
Anyone	who	wants	to	apply	get	an	opportunity.	
February	we	will	be	celebrating	“For	the	Love	of	Learning.”	There	will	be	an	iReady	incentive	for	
students	completing	at	least	45-60	minutes.	If	they	reach	the	goal,	they	can	win	a	prize	in	both	Reading	
and	Math.	Overall,	they	can	win	up	to	eight	(8)	prizes	for	the	month.	The	remote	learners	can	pick	up	
their	prizes	once	a	week.	There	will	be	a	weekly	drawing	for	a	$25	gift	card	(8	total).	Then	students’	
name	goes	in	a	drawing	for	a	$50	prize	in	one	subject,	$100	prize	for	both	subjects.	
	
Additionally,	Ms.	Burton	touched	on	Mental	Health	Support	and	how	are	we	helping	during	this	time?	
Some	ways	are:	

• A	staff	Zen	Room	
• Partnering	with	Odyssey	Counseling	to	learn	coping	skills	and	breathing	exercises	
• Odyssey	Counseling	for	students	offering	

o Group	&	individual	counseling	
o School	Counselors:	Ms.	Harrison	&	Ms.	Whitley		
o Grief	counselors	

	
Informational	Item	
Ms.	Jackson	highlighted	Wellness	Wednesday	beginning	3/3/21	highlighting	SGC	impact	stories.	It	will	be	
identifying	what	SGC’s	are	doing	to	support	staff,	families,	and	students.	It	will	be	held	once	monthly	via	
Facebook	Live	
	
Our	next	virtual	meeting	will	be	Tuesday,	February	16,	2021	at	5:00pm.		
	
Set	Next	Meeting	Agenda:	Items	to	include	on	February’s	agenda	are:	

• Budget	
• Charter	Funds	Proposal	

o iPads	update	
o how	much	of	$93,000	remains	
o to	be	sent	to	contractor	by	3/1/21	

	
The	motion	to	adjourn	the	meeting	was	made	by	Ms.	Brinson	and	seconded	by	Ms.	Nix.	The	meeting	
was	officially	adjourned	at	6:27pm.		


